
Letter from the Chairs 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
My name is Utkarsh and I would serving as the Chair of the UN Security Council at the fourth 
edition of UBIMUN. I have been part of the MUN community for the past 4 years that has taken 
me to various parts of the world and I hope to share all my experiences with all of you to be even 
better debaters than you already may be. This year’s theme ‘reasserting multilateralism’ is very 
fitting for this council, as I am sure all of you would need to keep in mind during the course of 
the conference. Over the three days, we would be confronted with challenges which we have 
never seen before and the world would look for it’s top diplomats in you to find the answers and 
bring about peace. With that in mind, we hope that this study guide would help you get started on 
the two futuristic topics set for this council.  
 
Greetings Delegates! 
 
I am Akshaya Mohan, and I am delighted to be serving as co-chair of the UNSC! Not unlike 
Utkarsh, even I have been partaking in MUNs in the capacity of delegate, organiser and chair for 
5-6 years now, but I believe that every MUN, is like your first, and has something new to offer in 
terms of experience. Once you walk into committee, all your prior experience and knowledge is 
immaterial compared to your diplomacy, research and crisis acumen at that very moment. 
Furthermore, the prospect of a futuristic committee is exciting, because it challenges veterans 
and amateurs alike, to display a balance of creativity and pragmatism. 
Our topics at this conference may seem regional but I urge you to remember that any matter 
discussed in the Security Council is a threat to the world, and that any delegate sitting in this 
apex Community, represents not one man or nation, but the entire global community. 
 
That being said, remember “In Politics, nothing happens by accident. If it happens, then you can 
bet it was planned that way”. I hope to leave you with that thought as you approach the rest of 
the study guide and I wish you good luck on your research! 
 
Welcome to the Security Council delegates! It is our honour to serve as your executive board and 
we sincerely hope that we can experience equal amounts of passion and fun at this conference! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Introduction to the Committee 
 
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) was founded in 1945 as the League of Nations 
was transforming into the United Nations (UN) of our day. Coming forward as a new 
establishment rather than a new organisation, the United Nations embraces and authorizes the 
Security Council as an international organization that primarily aims to protect international 
peace and security. Examining the operation and the nature of the Security Council, one can see 
the clear reflections of the aims of the UN, which are listed in Article 1 of the Charter of the UN. 
The Charter also imposes an obligation on Member States to implement the decisions made by 
the Security Council, consequently distinguishing the Council from other bodies of the UN, 
which are only authorized to present suggestions to the Member States. 
 
The Security Council takes the actions prescribed in the Chapter VI and VII of the Charter 
depending on the varying levels of severity of the disputes at hand. As the United Nations comes 
forward as a living entity that progressively expand to correspond with the alternation of the 
international community, the Security Council is intrigued into a constant evolution according to 
the modern needs of the world. Today, at its core, is actually no different than the past days of 
the Security Council. The chaotic and competitive nature of the humankind does not abandon the 
timeline, it is merely being juxtaposed with new technology, new disasters, new revelations and 
new objectives of the years spanning 2020-2025.  
 
Most important of all, being a futuristic committee, the council will operate as a semi-crisis 
council where delegates can send directives at any point of time (unless overruled by the chairs). 
Moreover, The time in council would pass at a faster rate than  real time i.e. an hour in real time 
could equate to a 1 month or more (this will be elaborated on, in session).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic 1: 2020 Russian incursion to Georgia 
 
Introduction to the crisis: 
 

‘I have conquered an empire but I have not been able to conquer myself’ 
Tsar Peter I (Peter the Great) 

 
Contestably, Russia has been at the forefront of all major conflicts since the time of the Tsarist autocracy 
until recently in Syria and Crimea. The fall of the Soviet Union in December 1991 resulted in 12 
independent republics, however the contentious Georgian state fell into a civil war. Being, first former 
Soviet republic to leave the Soviet Union. It formally proclaimed its independence in 1991, and relations 
with Russia have been fraught ever since. In the early 1990s the political leaderships of the secessionist 
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia eventually declared their independence from Georgia, which 
ultimately led to armed clashes between armed rebel forces representing these minority groups and the 
armed forces of the Georgian central government. The Ajara district in the southwest also moved to 
proclaim a kind of de facto authority. Ceasefires in 1994 brought the fighting to an end without achieving 
any resolution of underlying differences. In both Abkhazia and South Ossetia Russian peacekeepers 
continue to monitor disputed borders. Georgia insists on the premise of sovereignty, but is too weak to act 
decisively to reassert control. During the 1990s, the Georgian government of Edvard Shevardnadze was 
forced to tolerate the existence of the de facto states on Georgian territory against a background of 
precipitous national decline. Vote fraud in the election of 2005 led to the ouster of Shevardnadze as a 
result of the ‘Rose Revolution’. Subsequently, the new government of President Saakashvili has struggled 
to lead Georgia. Russia asserted that the Georgian Revolution was an overt use of American soft power to 
exploit dissatisfaction and impose pro-Western and anti-Russian regimes in areas where it had vital 
interest at stake. 
 
Consequently, Georgian armed forces were greatly improved under U.S. guidance. Tbilisi concluded an 
Individual Partnership Action Plan to define guidelines toward eventual accession to NATO in October 
2004, and seeks to move forward to a Membership Action Plan with the possibility for accession as soon 
as 2008-09. In 2005 a new National Military Strategy and the draft of a National Security Strategy were 
released that unambiguously assert Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic vocation and cite Russian policies as a 
primary threat to Georgian security. Military cooperation with Turkey also has expanded, fuelled by a 
shared interest in the security of the BTC and Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum natural gas pipeline. Furthermore, 
Saakhasvili’s policies aim to close the Russian military bases in Georgia, and to make the most out of 
Georgia’s position on the route of new pipelines taking gas and oil from the Caspian Sea region to the 
west. 
 
Despite Georgia’s improved international stature and prospects for democratic development, the 
economic situation remains dire and the potential for social and political unrest, high. Georgia has 
experienced a massive economic regression between 1990 and 2000, with GDP decreases of more than 70 
percent. Nonetheless, Saakashvili has achieved some notable accomplishments. In 2007, Georgia has 
known a 9 percent growth; the World Bank counts Georgia as one of his top reformers. 



An accord of May 2005 committed Russia to withdraw its remaining two military bases from 
Georgian territory by December 31st 2007. In July 2004, Adjara was peacefully reincorporated 
into the Georgian body politic. However, at the turn of the decade where the US along with her allies 
loosened its international involvement, Russia seems to have more interest in expansion. 
 
Today, Georgia is still largely dependent on Russia for its energy supply, Russian troops are still stationed 
on its soil, and three of its regions contest its authority, being Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and the Pankisi 
Gorge. Now Russia shows interest to Imereti and Adjara holding 1.2 million tonnes of manganese and 
other natural gas resources estimated to be around 3.8 trillion cubic meters but, with the world in 
desperate need of finding an alternative to non-renewable sources and political pressure from the west to 
do so. Russian involvement in international affairs has suspiciously increased and in an effort to work 
along with British, Swedish and Polish scientists for the betterment of the world.  

 
 
 
Recent Developments 
 

1. 29 March 2019 - The UK leaves the EU without a deal after May fails to win any concessions 
from Brussels. Pound falls by 4.5% against the Dollar overnight.  

2. 4 November 2020 - The United States of America formally withdraws from the Paris Agreement. 
Protectionist USA, has restarted its reliance on more cheaper coal powered power plants.  

3. 10 January 2021 - Donald Trump is re-elected as President, with a landslide majority. The 
Republican party secures a majority in both Houses. The first Republican policy changes 
correspond to incentives to re-vitalise mass-production and industrialisation of American land. 
Major incentives include a removal of all restrictions on Carbon emission. 



4. May 2021 - The second No-Confidence Motion against Macron, in France, is successful, and the 
new general election produces Marine Le Pen as President. 

5. April 2021 - Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Services, USA publishes a report that 
1321 deaths have been reported in the year due to carbon monoxide and sulfur dioxide poisoning.  

6. June 2021 - The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) hold a joint emergency session and to formulate an 
international framework document for a new sustainable and high power yielding source. The US 
abstains. 

7. September 2021 - British, Swedish, Russian and Polish scientists part of the International Council 
for Science (ICSU) have found evidence of an untested new element ‘Tortanium’ which is 
capable to produce 3.5 billion kWh electricity per year with little to no carbon emission and other 
by-products. This element has been thought to have been found naturally in Chiatura (less than 40 
km from the border of South Ossetia) which is also home to Georgia’s large manganese source.  

8. December 2021 - Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the 
Russian Federation release a joint report stating findings of Russian species and dwellings in 
Racha-Lechkhum-Kvemo Svaneti Planned National Park and Samegrelo Planned National Park 
area (both sharing borders with Chiatura on one side and Russia on the other). Russia asserts its 
power to secure a deal with Georgia to conduct experiments using a select group of Russian 
civilians and soldiers to experiment life, living in this region. In 6 months Georgian border force 
reports finding Russian citizens and energy experimentation camps spreading into the manganese 
rich areas of Chiatura. Prime Minister Mamuka Bakhtadze reports this to the UNSC, but Russia 
denies all claims. 

 
Timeline of relevant historical events: 

1801-04 - Most of present-day Georgia becomes part of the Russian Empire. 

1918 - Independent Georgian state declared in wake of Russian Revolution. 

1921 - Red Army invades, Georgia absorbed into emerging Soviet Union. 

1989 April - Soviet troops kill 19 pro-independence demonstrators in Tbilisi. 

1989 - Demands for more autonomy in the South Ossetia region lead to violent clashes between 
Georgians and Ossetians. Soviet peacekeepers are deployed. 

1990 - 1991 - Growing South Ossetian independence aspirations bring further violence between separatist 
and Georgian forces. Hundreds die and tens of thousands flee their homes. 

1991 - Georgian parliament declares secession from the Soviet Union after independence is 
overwhelmingly supported in a referendum. 

1992 August - Fighting breaks out in Abkhazia between Georgian government troops and separatist 
forces. 



1994 - Georgian government and Abkhaz separatists sign a ceasefire agreement, paving the way for the 
deployment of a Russian peacekeeping force in the region. 

2001 October - Clashes in Abkhazia between Abkhaz troops and Georgian paramilitaries backed by 
fighters from the North Caucasus. The tension is heightened as Russia accuses Georgia of harbouring 
Chechen rebels, a charge dismissed by Georgia. 

2002 April/May - US special forces arrive to train and equip Georgian forces for counter terrorist 
operations. 

2002 September - Russian President Putin warns of military action if Georgia fails to deal with Chechen 

militants which, Moscow says, Georgia is harbouring in Pankisi Gorge. 

2002 October - Row with Russia defused after Georgia promises to mount antiterrorism operation against 
Chechen rebels on its territory. Several suspected guerrillas are killed, or detained and extradited to 
Russia. 

2004 June - Georgia's decision to beef up its anti-smuggling operation in South Ossetia prompts sharp a 
response from the local leadership and is criticised by Russia. 

2004 August - Several deaths are reported in clashes between Georgian and South Ossetian forces. 

2005 February - Prime Minister Zurab Zhvania is found dead in a Tbilisi flat, apparently from gas 
poisoning. Zurab Noghaideli, hitherto finance minister, becomes premier. 

2005 July - Russia starts to withdraw its troops from two Soviet-era bases under the terms of a deal 
reached in May. The pull-out is due to be completed by late 2008. 

2006 January - Explosions on Russian side of border cut gas supplies and disrupt electricity supplies from 
Russia. Russia says it suspects North Caucasus insurgents but President Saakashvili accuses Moscow of 
sabotage. 

Georgia receives gas from Iran via recently-repaired pipeline running through Azerbaijan. 

2006 March - Tbilisi protests at Russian decision to suspend imports of Georgian wine on health grounds, 
saying the move is politically motivated. 

2006 September-October - Russian army officers detained on spying charges. Russia imposes sanctions, 
cuts transport links and expels hundreds of Georgians. 



2006 November - South Ossetians vote in favour of independence in an unrecognised referendum. 

2007 November - Russia says it has withdrawn last troops based in Georgia since 1991 collapse of the 
Soviet Union, but retains a presence in the breakaway provinces. 

2008 April - Russia says it will step up ties with Abkhazia and South Ossetia, prompting Georgia to 
accuse Moscow of planning their de facto annexation.  

Russia begins to cooperate fully with the governments of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, enraging the 
Georgians. The Georgian minister for reintegration, Temur Yakobashvili, says, “We see a blatant attempt 
by Russia to carry out some form of annexation – in this case more in Abkhazia than in the Tskhinvali 
region [South Ossetia].” 

Later in April, the Russians increase the number of their peacekeeping troops in Abkhazia. The Georgians 
claim the Russians have shot down one of their drones, which Russia denies. 

2008 May - Russia sends 300 unarmed troops to Abkhazia, saying they are needed for railway repairs. 
Georgia accuses Russia of planning military intervention. 

2008 July - Firefights occur between Georgian and South Ossetian forces. Georgian troops take part in a 
United States-led military exercise near Tbilisi, while Russian troops begin an exercise close to the border 
with Georgia. The area is becoming increasingly militarised, with both sides concerned not to lose face. 

On July 8, four Russian military aircraft enter Georgian airspace near South Ossetia, while an OSCE 
delegation is visiting Georgia and a day before US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice arrives. Moscow 
says the overflight was intended to deter a possible Georgian offensive, while the foreign ministry in 
Georgia denounces this act of “open aggression”. 

2008 August - Tensions between Georgia and Russia escalate into a full-blown military conflict after 
Georgia tries to retake South Ossetia by force after a series of lower-level clashes with Russian-backed 
rebels. 

Talks between Russian and Georgian officials on August 7 achieve a ceasefire, which holds only until ten 
in the evening, when there is more shooting around South Ossetia. Within hours, Georgian forces to 
launch a military operation in South Ossetia. 

Georgian artillery opens fire on targets in the region, and troops enter South Ossetia in the early hours of 
August 8. The Russians respond with air attacks on Georgian forces. These are later extended to targets 



outside South Ossetia. After five days of hostilities, the two sides sign a French-brokered peace 
agreement, but Russia subsequently recognises the two breakaway regions as independent states, in a 
move that draws protests from Georgia and the West. 

Russia says it will keep a military presence in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

2008 September - US vice-president Dick Cheney visits Tbilisi on September 4. The BBC reports that 
Cheney announced a one billion US dollar aid package to Georgia to assist “work to overcome an 
invasion of your sovereign territory”. He also says that Moscow’s behaviour “casts grave doubt on 
Russia's intentions and on its reliability as an international partner”. 

2009 July - UN observers leave Georgia after 16 years of monitoring the Abkhazia cease-fire line. The 
UN Security Council failed to extend the mission because of a Russian veto. 

2009 September - EU report on 2008 conflict with Russia puts part of blame on Georgia. 

2010 January - Russia and Georgia reopen air traffic with the first direct passenger flight between the two 
countries since the war in 2008. 

2015 August - Russian forces in South Ossetia move internal border 1.5 km further inside Georgia proper, 
threatening main road linking west and east of country. 

2017 April - Breakaway region of South Ossetia holds presidential election and a referendum on changing 
its name to the State of Alania as part of a plan to join the Russian Federation. 
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Topic 2: 2021 Upper Nile Conflict 
 
Introduction to the crisis: 
 

 
 
Upper Nile has remained a contentious region, Nile which is responsible for water supply to 11 African 
nations is now being ‘hijacked’ by Ethiopia as it completes building its $5 billion Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam (GERD) on the Blue Nile, near the border with Sudan. When completed, it will be the 
largest dam in Africa, generating around 6,000 megawatts of electricity for both domestic use and export. 
Ongoing insecurity in the year 2021 has resulted in a large, recently displaced population, often more than 
ever before. Although the majority of displaced populations have settled in informal sites, such as 
Aburoc, the unstable security situation continues to make long-term humanitarian planning a challenge. 
Even bigger problem that challenges the region’s peace is the Blue Nile River, the Nile's largest tributary 
which supplies about 85% of the water entering Egypt and South Sudan. Although,Ethiopia's ambitious 
project is designed to help lift its fast-growing population out of poverty. But the new dam also puts 
management of the flow of the Blue Nile in Ethiopia's hands -- and that has sparked a power shift in the 
region. Most of the population of the Upper Nile rely on this lifeline but with growing political tensions 



between the Christian Dinka group in Upper Nile and Muslim majority groups in Oromia region of 
neighbouring Ethiopia has resulted signified great repercussions in this conflict.  
 
In the midst of the conflict, China has forged new allies in the region as reportedly chinese banks have 
funded $1.8 billion in the construction of the Dam. This move has led to speculations of China holding 
small incapable African countries like Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Ivory Coast to ransom, as these 
donations have equated to a very large percentage of their GDP. Examples of which are $ 75 million 
donation to Equatorial Guinea in 2006, $9 billion urban centre construction in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. All 
of these donations have made China one of the largest donors to African nations. Not to mention, the 
China–Africa cooperation (FOCAC) which included 44 African countries. Which provided financing for 
debt relief, training programmes and investments. The China-Africa Business Council was also 
established, which negotiated the cancellation of US$1.2 billion in debt. 
 

A number of developments made 2006 a watershed year. These included: 

● the publication of a white paper on African policy, 
● the announcement that debt of $1.4 billion would be cancelled, 
● the creation of a $5 billion fund made up of soft and commercial loans; 
● an undertaking to double aid by 2009, and 
● an agreement to build 30 hospitals and train 15,000 people. 

Between 2000 and 2012, China undertook more than 1,700 projects in over 50 African countries 
amounting to upwards of $75 billion. While this amount is less than the $90 billion committed by the US 
in the same period, it still represents a significant alternative source of aid financing for the continent. 
However, according The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) which is an index published annually by 
Transparency International since 1995 ranks countries like Ivory Coast, Ethiopia and Equatorial Guinea 
being countries that have the highest level of ‘misuse of public power for private benefit.’ 

Recent Developments: 

1. August 2020 - The 5 Vice presidents to come to power are Riek Machar, General Paul Malong 
Awan Anei, Taban Deng Gai, James Wani Igga, Thomas Cirilo Swaka. 

2. May 2020 - Abiy Ahmed Ali and his EPRDF party sweeps the elections in Ethiopia and promise 
to privatise more industries, provide more economic stability and have better relations with the 
US and rest of the African neighbours.  

3. November 2020 - the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, over Nile, is completely constructed  



4. January 2021 - As his first act as Vice-President, Machar instructs that troops be reinstated on the 
border between Sudan and South Sudan, hence straining the relations between both the countries. 

5. August 2021 - President Kiir faces sudden death of “mysterious circumstances” and Riek Machar 
and James Igga stake a claim on “Stand-in President” until the re-elections.  

6. October 2021 - Riek Machar, backed by Thomas Swaka and Paul Awan, takes the position and 
announces that “Considering the state of turmoil in the country, re-elections will be held not 
earlier than December 2025”. China supports this assertion and offer South Sudan “any aid in 
terms of monetary funding”.  

7. December 2021 - Ethiopia and Equatorial Guinea sign new oil deals with South Sudan. Côte 
d’Ivoire, US, France and UK have come out against the move stating it to be absolutely 
“un-democratic” and urging that the Security Council step in to govern a democratic election in 
the country. USA proposes a stricter trading policy on the country but it is vetoed by China, 
South-Sudan's newest major Ally. 

 
Timeline of relevant historical events: 

1962 - 2012 : Cessationist war between Sudan and South Sudan 

2010 May - Ethiopia announces its intention to build a hydraulic dam along the Nile that may affect 
Egypt and Sudan’s portions of the waters. 

2010 May - Five Nile Basin countries, including Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Rwanda, sign 
the Cooperative Framework Agreement on the Nile Basin Countries, known as the Entebbe agreement. 
Egypt and Sudan strongly oppose the move. 

2010 November - Ethiopia announces the completion of plans for the dam. International backers require 
an agreement between Nile Basin countries before agreeing to fund the project. 

2012 September - The presidents of Sudan and South Sudan agree trade, oil and security deals after days 
of talks in Ethiopia. 

2013 March - Sudan and South Sudan agree to resume pumping oil. They also agreed to withdraw troops 
from their border area to create a demilitarised zone. 
 
2013 May - Ethiopian government starts construction work. 
 
2013 June - President Kiir dismisses Finance Minister Kosti Manibe and Cabinet Affairs Minister Deng 
Alor over a multi-million dollar financial scandal, and lifts their immunity from prosecution. 
 
2013 July - President Kiir dismisses entire cabinet and Vice-President Riek Machar in a power struggle 
within the governing Sudan People's Liberation Movement. 



2013 December - Civil war erupts as President Salva Kiir accuses his former vice-president, Riek Machar, 
of plotting to overthrow him. Rebel factions seize control of several regional towns, thousands are killed 
and many more flee. Uganda troops intervene on the government's side. 

2014 January - A ceasefire is signed but broken several times over subsequent weeks, and further talks in 
February fail to end the violence that displaces more than a million people by April. 

2014 March - Ethiopia finishes 32% of the dam construction. 

2014 April - UN says pro-Machar forces sack the oil town of Bentiu, killing hundreds of civilians. 

2014 August - Peace talks begin in Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa and drag on for months as fighting 
continues. 

2016 April - Riek Machar finally returns to Juba and is sworn in as first vice-president in a new unity 
government - but is sacked in July after further conflict and goes back into exile. 

2016 November - UN sacks Kenyan commander of its peacekeeping mission over the failure to protect 
civilians in Juba during July violence. Kenya withdraws its troops from the peacekeeping mission. 

Japanese peacekeepers arrive South Sudan, the first time in nearly 70 years that Japan has deployed its 
soldiers overseas with a broad mandate to use force if necessary. 

2016 December - A UN commission on human rights says a process of ethnic cleansing is underway in 
several parts of the country, a claim that President Salva Kiir denies. 

2017 February - A famine is declared in parts of South Sudan in what the UN describes as a man-made 
catastrophe caused by civil war and economic collapse. 

2017 May - President Kiir declares unilateral ceasefire, launches national dialogue. 

2017 August - The number of refugees fleeing violence in South Sudan to Uganda passes the one million 
mark, according to the UN. 

2018 - The United States put additional pressure on Juba by successfully passing an arms embargo on 
South Sudan in July 2018 through UN Security Council, following a 2016 failure, with Russia and China 
abstaining from voting this time. 



2018 August - President Kiir signs power-sharing agreement with Riek Machar and other opposition 
groups in a bid to end the civil war. The deal will see Machar return to government as one of five 
vice-presidents. 
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