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Position Paper Guidelines 
 
What is a Position Paper? 
 
The Position Paper is a summary of the delegates represented country’s or 
NGO’s position on the debated topic. It clearly reflects the country’s 
standpoint on the issue as well as a proposed solution. 
The position paper is based on the individual research of the delegate. It is 
important that the information comes from a variety of reliable sources and 
that it is the delegate’s own work. 
The position paper is divided into different paragraphs, which will focus on 
the detailed background information on the topic, the issue and position, 
and the proposed solutions regarding the issue of the committee. This will 
help you during your debates to have a summary of the country’s position 
and will help the delegate in the debate to have a comprised outlook of the 
country’s policy. 
It could be the case that the delegate’s represented country does not have a 
clear standpoint on the committee’s debated topic. Therefore the delegate 
should try to develop a position based on the knowledge on the country. 
This could be based on similar cases the country has given a clear statement 
about and on the ideology, culture and policy of the country. 
In order for a strong and supportive position paper, the delegate may use 
quotations of its country leaders as well as to include their own ideas for a 
possible solution and future progress. 
It is important to be shortly informative about the issue and not to include 
general information such as country stats and it history about the country 
or the organisation unless it is important to support the delegate’s position. 
Throughout the position paper and in the later debate, it is important for 
the delegate to clearly represent its country’s official policy standpoint and 
therefore never to use the first person standpoint, but to always talk about 
the country’s position. 
 
Format 
 
The position paper should not exceed the length of 2 A4 pages for both 
topics. The Font type is Times New Roman size 12, single line spacing.  
 
The position paper should not include any headlines of the different 
paragraphs. 
Underneath the heading the position paper should state: the Committee, 
the represented Country and the topic of the committee. This shall be 
written in bold letters. 
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Structure 
The position paper is divided into paragraphs: 
 

1. Brief background information on the committee’s topic. 

 What is the relevance of the debated topic 

 Why is this debated topics important (maybe not an urging) 

issue for the delegate’s country 

 What previous actions have been taken from international 

organisations such as the UN in specific which resolutions/laws 
have been previously passed 

 
2. The country’s standpoint 

 This is the longest and most detailed aspect of the position 

paper? 

 It should clearly outline your countries position on the relevant 

topic? 

 What is the countries policy on the debated topic? 

 Why does the country develop a strong (or not strong) interest 

of the topic? 

 
3. Possible Solution on the topic 

 This section can either be included in the previous paragraph or 

can have its own 

 If the country does not have a clear standpoint in this section. 

The delegate is free to develop their own solution. It should not 

conflict with the country’s policies 

 What possible solutions could be found for the problem? 

 Which areas of the problem should be focused on? 

 Which other countries share the same standpoint? 

 Have there been previous collaborations with these countries? 
 

 


